











2.2

2.3.

Prof. Ashan Riddi address as Chair of the technical Session. He expressed his
gratitude to the coordinator of the webinar for invitation. He further welcomed the
resource persons and thanks them on behalf of university fraternity for agreeing to
spare time to speak in this webinar and also welcomed all the participants of the
technical session. Then, he started the technical session with the bio notes of the
Resource Persons.

Plenary Sessions (if any): None

Technical Session: (26.07.2020) 2.30 pm - 6.00pm.

Speaker I: Prof Sajal Nag
Topic: Sign Posts for Historical Research in North East India

Prof. Sajal Nag states that he is exposed to newer kinds of historical research
emerging from the region through newer books, through examining various thesis’s
and dissertations by not only those working from the region, but in all university
across the country. These research works with fabulous new findings offer fresh new
angles and fresher focus and he considers this as a new era of historical research. As
unlike other parts of India there is no dearth of students for the discipline of history
from north east India who represent their communities, their history, their culture and
folklores, opening up new domains and new vistas are being discovered through these
research. He argues that there however exists a gap between the works of the senior
historians those of the current generations, who while addressing new areas, new
concerns and new communities, often ignore the works of the older historians from
their own region. To him this appears to be a deliberate ignorance/forgetfulness about
the indigenous scholars and their works.

According to the old dictum history is ceaselessly written in each era which is
at each stage and also an unending dialogue between the past and the present. As
history writing of each age is essentially a political act it therefore needs an
engagement with the historians and their discourse of the past with the present. This
according to him can be done by engaging and critiquing the older historians and their
works. Further, historians can make historical writing more meaningful by
decolonizing colonial ethnography and decentre dominant themes of research.

Speaker II: Prof Amrendra K Thakur

Topic: Technology and Society in Pre-Colonial Northeast India

Prof A.K.Thakur, states that as the methods of history-writing continue to
change with time, according to Jawaharlal Nehru remains invaluable to each era.
Nehru also stated that each era in its evolution to the next higher stage provides us
with core ideas of peaceful co-existence in the past. While foregrounding his ideas of
technology and society in Arunachal Pradesh he seeks to draw attention to the ideas of
Karl Marx and Bimber

He points to lacunae in the biases which operated in the historiography of the
region in colonial and early post-colonial times. Further he highlighted about t
technological progress made in the region of colonial northeast India, especially in the



field of iron technology. It included an account of the various iron industries which
were functional in different areas of the region in the past. In the concluding segment
he discusses the nature of social formation in the region and examines its relationship
with technological progress therein with particular emphasis on pre-colonial
Arunachal Pradesh. Through this sequence he outlines the socio-political development
from stage of hunters and gatherers to chiefdoms.

Speaker III: Prof Sarah Hilaly

Topic: Scope and Limitations of Practicing History in North East India: A Case
of the Hill States

Prof Sarah Hilaly draws attention to the category North East India being in
usage in the context of the political economy. She draws the trajectory of how the
landscape of Assam evolved over the centuries in the medieval period till colonial
intervention in 1826. The political economy of the British Assam emerged from the
annexation through the first decade of its presence, by annexation of the valley states
of the Brahmaputra, Barak and Surma. Gradually all the hill areas of Naga Hills,
Lushai Hills and Khasi- Jaintia- Garo hills were directly annexed.

With the first history written by E.A.Gait an administrator-historian as a part of
the colonial project of creating knowledge in 1907 he neglected early history of Assam
and focused predominantly on the Ahom state. Later in view of protests he included a
very short section on ancient history. This Ahom centred history which covered a span
of 600 years subsumed the histories of the Dimasa Cachari State and the Jaintia State
who were stated to be tributaries and therefore were tribes. This dominated the
historiography of Assam till the last few decades of twentieth century when fresh
researches in an edited volume by Surajit Sinha and J.B.Bhattacharjee debunked this
premise. He focused on independent state formations of the Koch,Jaintia and Dimasa.

The narrative of the hill communities too was also defined through the state-
centric accounts of the buranjis of the Ahom state, a knowledge which was initially
reproduced by the British. It was ethnographers and missionaries who left accounts of
the tribes. All the histories produced till the 1960s were therefore histories of Assam
where the tribe appeared as a ‘problem’ in H.K. Barpujari’s Problems of Hill Tribes
of Assam. With the reorganizations of the states in the region after 1972 each began to
write their own histories based on the literature produced the nineteenth century in
order to extricate themselves from the hegemony of the centrist history of Assam.
Each of the universities of the states initiated this new tradition of history writing.
Reproduced from the archival records and the ethnographies created about them.

The new decentred histories provided fresh insights into the history of a
community. The trajectory of history writing in the hills states initiated into the
literate tradition since early nineteenth century excessively depended on ethnographies
and archival records and uncritically reproduced them. She suggested that the way
forward in the new histories of the hills is to expand their sources from pre-literate to
literate traditions and adopting new methodologies. Emphasis should lay on oral
traditions as a source and explore relations with not only the core communities within
their present habitations but those living along transnational borders.



2.4.

2.5.

Panel Discussion (if any): None
Vote of Thanks:

At the conclusion of the Technical session, Ms. Moyir Riba, Series Coordinator
offered the formal Vote of thanks. She expressed her gratitude to all the Resource
Persons and thanks them for their insightful deliberation in diverse area. She further
offered thanks to the Prof. Sarah Hilaly, Head, Department of History, Prof. Ashan
Riddi, Director, Institute of Distance Education, Dr. P. K. Nayak, Subject
Coordinator, Dr. Sanjay Hiri, Ms. Bide Mindo and Ms. Tunung Tabing, Co-
Coordinators for their fruitful collaboration which made webinar successful despites
of technical glitches. She also extends thanks to all the participants those who show
the great enthusiasm toward the programme and made it successful.

Part 3: Major Takeaways

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.
3.4.

Academic Context:

The webinar on the Scope and Opportunities on Historical Research in North
East India was very insightful and enriching. The main focus was on the problems of
historical research faced by the researchers in the context of North East India and to
get updated with the recent trends on historical research in North East India. Each
Resource person provided in-depth insightful knowledge on their area of expertise in
historical research and pointed the new possibilities area for the future scholars to take

up.
Research Context:

The content of the paper present by the each Resource Persons were so insightful
and enriching that they need to be published which can use for the future generation of
historians. The diverse areas like Sign Posts for Historical Research, Technology and
Society in Pre-Colonial Northeast India and Scope and Limitations of Practicing
History in North East India: A Case of the Hill States provided fresh insight in the
history of North East India

Policy Making and Practice Context:
Other (if any): None

Part 4: Appendices & Annexure
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SI | Email address Name in Full Designation Institutional Address | State
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12 | arbinliyak@gmail.co | MR. WARBING Student Himalayan university | Arunachal
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13 | baruahnamrata45@g | MS.NAMRATA Ex-student Dibrugarh,Assam Assam
mail.com BARUAH
14 | bhubanbasnet123@g | MR.BHUBAN Student Biswanath Chairiali, Assam
mail.com SING BASNET Assam
15 | bhuyanplavan@gmail. | MR.PLAVAN Assistant Jamugurihat, Sonitpur, | Assam
com BHUYAN Professor Assam
16 | bidemindo2@gmail.c | MS.BIDE MINDO Pursuing Ph.D | Department of History | Arunachal
om Pradesh
17 | bijellydevi9@gmail.c | MS.BIJELLY DEVI | Student Guwabhati, Assam Assam
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18 | bijoykrishnasarmahl18 | MR.BIJOY Student Cotton Assam
@gmail.com KRISHNA university,panbazar,gu
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19 | biswajit.bora79@gma | DR.BISWAIJIT Assistant Jorhat Assam
il.com BORAH Professor
20 | bomdardango4@gmai | MR.BOMDAR Student C/O-TABOM Arunachal
l.com DANGO LAIGILNEAR POST Pradesh
OFFICE
21 | borahprastutipriya@g | MS.PRASTUTI Student Dibrugarh Assam
mail.com PRIYA BORAH
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A
23 | buntytao@gmail.com | MR.BUNTY TAO Range Forest RGU/ IDE Rono Hills | Arunachal
Officer , Doimukh Pradesh
24 | chiranjibdahal@gmail | MR.CHIRANIJIB Assistant JDSG College Assam
.com DAHAL Professor Bokakhat Assam
25 | dasrajib682@gmail.co | MR.RAJIB DAS Assistant Titabar Assam
m Professor
26 | dekipema3@gmail.co | DR.PEMA DEKI Assistant Jawaharlal Nehru Arunachal
m MIZE Professor college, Pasighat Pradesh
27 | dhritidas006@gmail.c | MS.DHRITIMA Student Arunachal University | Assam
om DAS Of Studies,Namsai
28 | dhunyanarang@gmail | MS.NARANG Student Binni Yanga Govt. Arunachal
.com ASHA Womens' College pradesh
Lekhi Naharlagun
29 | digantadeka786@gma | DR.DIGANTA Assistant Tihu, Assam Assam
il.com DEKA Professor
30 | DipanshiO07bidhuri@ | MRS.DIPANSHI Student Aravali college of Haryana
gmail.com advance studies in
education pali
faridabad sohna road
31 | diptisenapati2001@g | MS.DIPTIMAYEE | Student Bhadrak Odisha
mail.com SENAPATI
32 | divakar.divakar1987 | MR.DIVAKAR Phd research University Road ujjain | Madhya
@gmail.com BHATELE scholar Pradesh
33 | dr.mdevendra@gmail. | DR.M. DEVENDRA | Guest Faculty Bangalore University | Karnataka
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